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D e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r  a n d
the Internet is  r is ing as technolog y use increases
(Ho l l i ng e r ,  1996b ;  Powe r ,  2000 ;  Va t i s ,  2000 ) .
Dev i an t  b ehav io r ,  when  u s i ng  compu t e r s  and
the Internet ,  inc ludes  the same types  of  deviant
a c t iv i t i e s  p e r f o r m e d  b e f o r e  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y
o f  compute r s  o r  the  incep t ion  o f  the  In te rne t .
T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e :  u s i n g  t h e  I n t e r n e t
f o r  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  v i o l a t e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,
and/or  federa l  l aws ,  inappropr ia te  use  def ined
a s  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e n d e d  u s e  o f  t h e
I n t e r n e t  o r  c o m p u t e r ,  a n d / o r  p u r p o s e  a n d
g o a l ,  o b s c e n e  a c t i v i t i e s  d e f i n e d  a s  e n t e r i n g
a  pornography  webs i t e  o r  s e l l i ng  pornography
g o o d s  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t ;  u s i n g  t h e  I n t e r n e t  o r
c o m p u t e r  t o  v i o l a t e  c o p y r i g h t s  l a w s  o r  o t h e r
c o n t r a c t s  s u c h  a s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r  t h i r d  p a r t y
copyright, license agreements and other contracts,
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  I n t e r n e t  t r a f f i c
b y  s p r e a d i n g  a  c o m p u t e r  v i r u s ,  s p r e a d i n g
rumors  abou t  ano the r  pe r son  on  the  In t e rne t ,
in t im ida t ing ,  s t a lk ing  and  f r i gh ten ing  another
p e r s o n  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t .

D e v i a n t  b e h av i o r s  u s i n g  t e ch n o l o g y  i s  a
rea l  concern s ince our  soc iety  i s  rapid ly  moving
from a typographic culture to a post-typographic
cu l tu r e  (P rovenzo,  B re t t  &  McCloskey,  1999 ) .
W i t h  t h i s  m o v e m e n t ,  o u r  s o c i e t y  i s  b e i n g
t rans for med  by  the  use  o f  t echno log y  because
adolescents  are  communicat ing more by instant
m e s s a g i n g ,  t e x t  m e s s a g i n g ,  e l e c t r o n i c  m a i l
and in  chat - rooms ra ther  than by  paper  pr in ted
text or letter writ ing. Cultural ly,  we are becoming
more  dependen t  on  compute r s  and  compute r -
b a s e d  t e ch n o l o g i e s  ( P r ove n z o,  e t  a l . ,  1 9 9 9 ) .

Re c e n t l y,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n
the  number  of  h igh tech cr imes  by  adolescents.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  U. S.  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Ju s t i c e
( 2 0 0 5 ) ,  t e e n s  h a v e  g o n e  h i g h  t e c h  w i t h  o l d -
fashion bul ly ing,  sta lking and spreading rumors.
W i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  t e ch n o l o g y,  s t u d e n t s  h ave
a dva n c e d  t o  c y b e r b u l l y i n g  a n d  c y b e r s t a l k i n g.
S t u d e n t s  a r e  u s i n g  e - m a i l ,  We b s i t e s ,  i n s t a n t
m e s s a g i n g ,  c h a t - r o o m s  a n d  t e x t  m e s s a g i n g
t o  a n t a g o n i z e  a n d  i n t i m i d a t e  o t h e r s .

O n  J a n u a r y  6 ,  2 0 0 5 ,  t h r e e  t e e n a g e r s  i n
Lou i s i ana  was  a r re s t ed  fo r  cyber s t a lk ing.   T he
Louis iana  Attorney  Genera l ’s  High Tech Cr ime
Unit investigators and Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff ’s
D e p u t i e s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a  p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m  a
c o n c e r n e d  p a r e n t  w h o  r e p o r t e d  t h r e a t s  a n d
v i o l e n t  p o e m s  a l l e g e d l y  b e i n g  p u t  o n - l i n e
by  t h e  s t u d e n t s.  “A c c o r d i n g  t o  i nve s t i g a t o r s
a n d  d e p u t i e s ,  t h e  m a l e  t e e n s ’  w e b s i t e  h a d
l i n k s  t o  a  “ p o e m s ”  j u m p  a n d  a  “ p r e p s ”  j u m p
t h a t  i n c l u d e d  b l o o d t h i r s t y  l y r i c s  a n d  a  l i s t
o f  s t u d e n t s  c o n s i d e r e d  p r e p p i e s  o r  e l i t i s t s
by  t h e  s u s p e c t s .  T h e  f e m a l e  u s e d  a  m a l e  ch a t
n a m e  t o  t h r e a t e n  o n e  m a l e  a n d  a l l e g e d l y  s e t
up a website that included the teenager’s photograph
a n d  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  t e e n a g e r  i s  h o m o s e x u a l . ”
(High Technology Crime Unit, 2005)  In Louisiana,
c y b e r s t a l k i n g  c a r r i e s  a  m a x i m u m  p e n a l t y  o f
o n e  y e a r  i n  p r i s o n .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  b e h a v i o r
a m o n g  t e e n s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  y e a r s  w i t h
t h e  e a s e  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t e ch n o l o g y.

T h i s  s t u d y  s o u g h t  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d
body of  knowledge that  invest igates technolog y
d e v i a n c e  o f  a d o l e s c e n t s  i n  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h
schools.  Students are vulnerable to victimization

“A n y  t e c h n o l o g y  t e n d s  t o  c r e a t e  a  n e w  h u m a n  e n v i r o n m e n t . ”
- M a r s h a l l  M c L u h a n
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b y  I n t e r n e t  p r e d a t o r s ,  w h o  a r e  t h e i r  p e e r s
a n d  a d u l t s  w h o  p r e y  o n  n a ï v e  c h i l d r e n  f o r
s e x u a l l y  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e m .   A l t h o u g h  a  l i m i t e d
a m o u n t  o f  r e s e a r ch  h a s  b e e n  p e r f o r m e d  t o
determine the types of  deviant behavior students’
u s e  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  a n d  o n  c o m p u t e r s ,  t h e
oppor tun i t y  to  pe r fo r m dev i an t  ac t s  inc r eases
with the integ rat ion of  technolog y in educat ion
a n d  s t u d e n t s ’  p e r s o n a l  u s e  o f  t e ch n o l o g y.

M e t h o d

P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  S a m p l e

The accessible population included all students
w h o  a t t e n d e d  a  m i d d l e  o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  t h e
East Baton Rouge Parish School System (EBRPSS)
w i t h  c o m p u t e r s  t h a t  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  a c c e s s i n g
t h e  I n t e r n e t .  A  c o n v e n i e n c e  s a m p l e  o f  1 , 1 5 0
s t u d e n t s  ( 5 7 5  m i d d l e  a n d  5 7 5  h i g h  s c h o o l
s t u d e n t s )  w a s  s e l e c t e d .

P u r p o s e  a n d  O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  S t u d y

T h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  w a s
t o  e x p l o r e  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ’
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  w h e n  u s i n g
c o m p u t e r s  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n e t .   I n  o r d e r  t o
a n s w e r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o b l e m ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
six object ives were used to guide the researcher :

1 .   D e s c r i b e  t h e  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l
students on selected demographic characteristics.

2 .    D e s c r i b e  t h e  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l
S t u d e n t s ’  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .

3 .    D e s c r i b e  t h e  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l
S t u d e n t s ’  P e e r s ’  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .

4 .    Compare  the  S tuden t s ’  Behav io r  Sco r e
o f  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  o n
s e l e c t e d  d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d
percept ions  of  computer- re la ted  ac t iv i t i e s.

5 .    Compare  the  S tuden t s ’  Behav io r  Sco r e
a n d  t h e  P e e r s ’  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

The instrument  was  deve loped by Professor
San-Yi Li in Taiwan and revised by the researcher.
The pr imary  var iab les  s tudied were  categor ized
a s :  1 )  s t u d e n t s ’  d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,
2 )  c o m p u t e r -  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  3 )  s t u d e n t s ’
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  w h e n  u s i n g
computers and the Internet, 4) students’ perception
o f  t h e i r  p e e r s ’  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  w h e n  u s i n g
c o m p u t e r s  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n e t ,  a n d  5 )  s t u d e n t s ’
a b i l i t y  t o  u s e  c o m p u t e r s  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n e t .

R e s u l t s

O b j e c t i v e  O n e :  D e m o g r a p h i c s

P a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  r a n g e d  i n  a g e
f r o m  1 3  t o  1 7  y e a r s  o l d .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f
the responding students were African American,
w i t h  t h e  n e x t  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s
b e i n g  W h i t e .  T h e  g r a d e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s
r a n g e d  f r o m  7 t h  t o  1 2 t h  g r a d e ,  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h
o r  1 2 t h  g r a d e r s  h a v i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r
o f  r e s p o n d e n t s.  S t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  we r e
e i t h e r  i n  m i d d l e  o r  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a n d  m o s t
o f  t h e m  r a t e d  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t
a s  g o o d .  M o s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y
h a d  a  s t r o n g  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n .  A  l a r g e
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  t h e i r
c l a s s m a t e s  a n d  t e a ch e r  r e g u l a r l y.

O b j e c t i v e  T w o :  D e s c r i b e  M i d d l e  a n d  H i g h  S c h o o l
S t u d e n t s ’  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e

According to the Students’  Deviant Behavior
Score, the majority, 869 (79.6%), of  the responding
students indicated that they displayed no deviance
o r  s o m e  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  w h i l e  u s i n g  t h e
In t e rne t .  On l y  a  sma l l  p e r c en t age  o f  s t uden t s
i n d i c a t e d  d e v i a n c e .

O b j e c t i v e  T h r e e :  D e s c r i b e  M i d d l e  a n d  H i g h  S c h o o l
S t u d e n t s ’  P e e r s ’  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e

The majority,  (1,016, 81.5%),  of  the students
p e r c e i v e d  t h e i r  c l a s s m a t e s  t o  b e  d i s p l a y i n g
d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  o f t e n  o r  v e r y  o f t e n  w h e n
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using the Internet and computers. The researcher
be l ieves  that  i f  the  s tudents ’  peers  are  engag ing
i n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  b e h a v i o r  t h a n  a  l a r g e r  n u m b e r
o f  s t u d e n t s  i s  e n g a g i n g  a s  w e l l ,  b u t  i s  n o t
disclosing this information. Apparently,  students
f e e l  more  comfor t ab l e  d i s c lo s ing  wha t  o the r s
a r e  d o i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g.

O b j e c t i v e  Fo u r :  C o m p a r e  t h e  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e  o f
M i d d l e  a n d  H i g h  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t s
When compar ing the  Students ’  Behavior  Score ,
t he  fo l l ow ing  f i nd ing s  we r e  d i s cove r ed  abou t
gender: males indicated displaying more deviance
t h a n  f e m a l e s  w h e n  u s i n g  t h e  I n t e r n e t  a n d
c o m p u t e r s .  Re s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  a  s t a t i s t i c a l l y
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  g e n d e r  a n d
p e r c e i v e d  d e v i a n c e .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  m a l e s
a re  more  l i ke l y  to  d i sp l ay  dev i ance  when  us ing
the Internet  and computers.  The resul ts  showed
t h a t  2 7 . 9 %  o f  t h e  m a l e s  a n d  1 2 . 6 %  o f  t h e
f e m a l e s  r e p o r t e d  d e v i a n c e .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w i c e
as many males as  females that  reported deviance
w h e n  u s i n g  t h e  I n t e r n e t  a n d  c o m p u t e r s.

T h e  v a r i a b l e  a g e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  1 3  a n d  1 7
year  o lds  had the  lowest  percentage  of  s tudents
tha t  d i sp layed  dev iance  whi l e  us ing  computers
a n d  t h e  I n t e r n e t .  S t u d e n t s  a g e s  1 4 ,  1 5  a n d
1 6  h a d  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  d e v i a n c e
r epor t ed .  S t i l l ,  a l l  o f  the  age  g roups  i nd i c a t ed
t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  d i d  n o t
d i s p l a y  a n y  d e v i a n c e .

T h e  e t h n i c  g r o u p  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t
percentage of  deviance when us ing the  Internet
a n d  c o m p u t e r s  wa s  t h e  H i s p a n i c  s t u d e n t s .
T h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s
ind i ca t ing  some  dev i ance  was  As i an  Amer i can
s t u d e n t s.  T h i s  f i n d i n g  i s  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  a
s tudy by  Hol l inger  (1996b)  of  co l lege  s tudents.
H o l l i n g e r ’s  r e s e a r ch  r e ve a l e d  t h a t  c r i m e  by
compute r  co r r e l a t e s  w i th  so f twa r e  p i r a c y  and
unauthorized account access of  college students.
He  r epor t ed  tha t  As i an  and  H i span i c  s tuden t s
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e ve l s  o f  p i r a c y.

W h e n  r e p o r t i n g  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t ,
the majori ty of students reported their  academic
a c h i e v e m e n t  a s  b e i n g  g o o d ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e
s t u d e n t s  p e r c e i v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  d i s p l a y i n g
n o  d e v i a n c e  o r  s o m e  d e v i a n c e  w h e n  o n l i n e .
Th i s  t e s t  r e su l t ed  in  a  s i gn i f i c an t  r e l a t i onsh ip

b e t w e e n  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  S t u d e n t
B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .  T h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f
d e v i a n c e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t i n g
p o o r  o r  f a i r  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t .  O f  t h e
s t u d e n t s  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  “ p o o r ”  a c h i e v e m e n t ,
3 8 . 1 %  i n d i c a t e d  d e v i a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s
t h a t  r e p o r t e d  “ f a i r ”  a c h i e v e m e n t  h a d  2 5 . 7 %
to indicate deviance compared to those students
that  ind icated “good” (17%) or  exce l lent  (17 .4)
a c h i e v e m e n t .

Fo r  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s
tha t  ind ica ted  a  s t rong  or  very  s t rong  re l i g ious
a f f i l i a t i o n  a l s o  h a d  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e
o f  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  d i s p l a y  d e v i a n c e
when using computers and the Internet. Religious
affiliation did not result in a statistically significant
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  S t u d e n t  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .
W h e n  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  n o  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n
w i t h  s t r o n g  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  ( t h e  g r o u p
that is closest in numbers),  there is no significant
difference. The researcher believes these students
are  e i ther  jus t  honest  because  of  the i r  re l ig ious
a f f i l i a t i o n ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  f o r  s o m e
i s  n o t  a s  e f f e c t i v e  a s  f o r  o t h e r s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g
e th ics.  Af te r  a l l ,  the  s tudents  w i th  no  r e l i g ious
a f f i l i a t i o n s  w e r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  d i s c l o s e  t h e i r
o n l i n e  a c t i v i t i e s .

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s t u d e n t s ’  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h
the i r  t e a che r s ,  mos t  o f  the  s t uden t s  i nd i c a t ed
that they interacted with their teachers. Interacting
with teachers did not have a significant relationship
w i t h  t h e  S t u d e n t  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .  A l t h o u g h
there  was  no t  a  s i gn i f i c an t  d i f f e rence  be tween
leve l  of  interact ion wi th  teachers  and Students ’
B e h a v i o r  S c o r e ,  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  n o
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  r e p o r t e d  d e v i a n c e
a t  2 6 . 3 % .  T h i s  i s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s
who reported they interacted with their  teachers
“ s o m e ”  ( 1 5 . 9 % ) ,  “ o f t e n ”  ( 2 0 . 1 % )  a n d  “ v e r y
o f t e n ”  ( 2 2 . 5 ) .

Students  who interacted with other  s tudents
r e p o r t e d  t h e  l e a s t  a m o u n t  o f  d e v i a n c e  w h e n
us ing computers  and the Internet .  The major i ty
o f  t h e  s t uden t s  i nd i c a t ed  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e r a c t ed
w i th  the i r  c l a s sma t e s .  T he r e  wa s  a  s i gn i f i c an t
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  S t u d e n t  B e h a v i o r
S c o r e  a n d  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  s t u d e n t s
have with their classmates. Students that reported
no  in te rac t ion  w i th  c l a s smates  had  the  h ighes t
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o v e r a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  d e v i a n c e  ( 3 5 . 2 % ) .  T h i s
i s  compa r ed  to  t he  o the r  l e v e l s  o f  i n t e r a c t i on
that gets lower as the level of reported interaction
i n c r e a s e s  [ “ s o m e ”  ( 2 1 . 8 % ) ,  “ o f t e n ”  ( 1 8 % )
and  “ve r y  o f t en”  ( 17 . 4 ) ] .  The r e fo r e ,  s t uden t s
who alienate themselves from others are engaging
in  more  dev iant  ac t iv i t y  when us ing  computers
a n d  t h e  I n t e r n e t .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d
that  they  spend “much” t ime onl ine  and d isp lay
v e r y  l i t t l e  d e v i a n c e  w h e n  u s i n g  t h e  I n t e r n e t
a n d  c o m p u t e r s.  T h i s  a n a l y s i s  wa s  i n t e r e s t i n g
b e c a u s e  s o m e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t
t h e y  d o  n o t  s p e n d  a n y  t i m e  o n l i n e ,  b u t  t h e y
d i sp l a yed  dev i an t  behav io r  when  on l i ne  ( t ime
s p e n t  o n l i n e  “ n o n e ,”  2 8 . 6 %  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s
ind ica ted  dev iance  on l ine ) .  S tudents  ev ident l y
m i s u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  S t u d e n t s ’  t i m e
s p e n t  o n l i n e  h a d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p
w i t h  S t u d e n t s ’  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .  S t u d e n t s  t h a t
r e p o r t e d  s p e n d i n g  m o r e  t i m e  o n l i n e  h a d  t h e
h i ghe s t  ove r a l l  p e r c en t age  o f  dev i ance  - “ve r y
m u c h ”  ( 2 2 . 2 % )  a n d  “ m u c h ”  ( 2 1 . 2 % ) .  T h i s  i s
compa red  to  the  o the r  s t uden t s  who  r epo r t ed
s p e n d i n g  l e s s  t i m e  o n l i n e ,  “ l i t t l e ”  ( 1 5 . 5 % ) .

A s  r e l a t e d  t o  h o u r s  p e r  d a y  s p e n t  o n  t h e
I n t e r n e t ,  w h e n  a s k e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  h o w  m a n y
h o u r s  p e r  d a y  t h e y  s p e n t  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t ,
s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  a n d
responded more accurate ly.  Hours  spent  onl ine
a r e  h i g h l y  r e l a t e d  t o  S t u d e n t  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .
S t u d e n t s  w h o  r e p o r t e d  s p e n d i n g  t h e  l e a s t
a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  o n l i n e  r e p o r t e d  t h e  l o w e s t
percentage of  deviance (2 hours  or  less ,  15.3%).
T h i s  i s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a m o u n t s  o f
t i m e  s p e n t  o n l i n e ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e
o f  d e v i a n c e  i n c r e a s e s  a s  m o r e  t i m e  i s  s p e n t
o n l i n e  ( 3 - 4  h o u r s ,  1 9 . 1 % ;  5 - 6  h o u r s ,  3 7 . 2 ;
7 - 8  h o u r s ,  4 4 , 7 % ;  9  o r  m o r e  h o u r s ,  4 6 . 7 % ) .
I t  i s  h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s ’  t i m e
online be super vised and coupled with a program
that wi l l  monitor or control  their  onl ine act ivi ty.

W h e n  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w a s  a  w o r k i n g
c o m p u t e r  i n  t h e  h o m e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e
s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a  w o r k i n g
c o m p u t e r  i n  t h e  h o m e .  H o w e v e r ,  a  s m a l l e r
n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d
n o t  h a v e  a  c o m p u t e r  i n  t h e  h o m e .  A  w o r k i n g
computer in the home was shown to be significantly

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  S t u d e n t  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e .  T h e
percentages  for  dev iance  were  h igher  for  those
s t u d e n t s  n o t  h a v i n g  a  c o m p u t e r  i n  t h e  h o m e .
T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s
do  no t  need  a  compute r  i n  the  home  to  engage
in  dev i an t  ac t s  on  compute r s  and  the  In te rne t .

A f t e r  a l l ,  K e v i n  M i t n i c k  ( o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
f a m o u s  c o m p u t e r  h a c k e r s )  d i d  n o t  o w n  a
computer ,  but  he  had  been  engag ing  in  dev iant
a c t s  w i t h  c o m p u t e r s  s i n c e  h e  w a s  a  j u v e n i l e .
S t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  w o r k i n g  c o m p u t e r  i n  t h e
h o m e  m a y  b e  m o r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  c o m p u t e r s
a n d  m a y  n o t  r e a l i z e  o r  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  t a u g h t
t h a t  c e r t a i n  b e h a v i o r s  a r e  d e v i a n t ,  t h e r e f o r e
t h e y  m a y  n o t  b e  r e p o r t i n g  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r s
accurately.  The signif icance may be how students
w i t h  c o m p u t e r s  v i e w  w h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  d e v i a n t
ve r s e s  those  w i thou t  a  compute r  i n  the  home .
Co ldwe l l  ( 1996 )  conc luded  tha t  s tuden t s  f rom
machine-based disciplines (computer environments)
are  l ess  ab le  to  pred ic t  the  soc ia l  consequences
o f  c o m p u t e r  c r i m e  t h a n  t h o s e  f r o m  p e o p l e -
b a s e d  d i s c i p l i n e s  ( n o  c o m p u t e r s ) .

Fo r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  b e i n g
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  c o m p u t e r s  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n e t
a t  a n  e a r l i e r  a g e ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n t r o d u c e
t e ch n o l o g y  e t h i c s  t o  a l l  l e ve l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
Ethics should be taught start ing when computers
a r e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t .  H a v i n g
a  c o m p u t e r  i n  t h e  h o m e  a l l o w s  f o r  m o r e
c h a n c e s  o f  d e v i a n c e  t o  o c c u r ,  d e s p i t e  t h e
fact that student may not realize what is happening.
T h e r e f o r e ,  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  e t h i c s  t e a ch i n g
b e c o m e s  a  n e c e s s i t y  a t  h o m e  a n d  a w a y  f r o m
h o m e .

O b j e c t i v e  F i v e  -  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  S t u d e n t  B e h a v i o r
a n d  P e e r s ’  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e s

W h e n  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  m e a n s  o f  t h e  P e e r s ’
B e h a v i o r  S c o r e  a n d  t h e  S t u d e n t s ’  B e h a v i o r
S c o r e ,  s t u d e n t s ’  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e m s e l v e s
and their  c lassmates are very different .  Students
perce ive  tha t  the i r  peers  a re  d i sp lay ing  dev iant
behavior “often” and “very often” on computers
and  the  In t e rne t .  Howeve r ,  s t uden t s  pe r c e i v e
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  e n g a g i n g  i n  “ d e v i a n c e ”  o r
“ s o m e  d e v i a n t ”  b e h av i o r .
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The researcher bel ieves those if  the students’
p e e r s  a r e  e n g a g i n g  i n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  b e h a v i o r
then  a  l a r ge r  number  o f  s tuden t s  a r e  engag ing
as  we l l ,  but  a re  not  d i sc los ing  th i s  in for mat ion
(Daniel, 2003). Students may feel more comfortable
d i s c l o s i n g  w h a t  o t h e r s  a r e  d o i n g.  S t u d e n t s
m a y  n o t  w a n t  t o  a d m i t  d i s p l a y i n g  d e v i a n c e ,
but  i t  i s  eas ier  to  be more open when discuss ing
s o m e o n e  e l s e ’s  b e h av i o r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t wo
s c o r e s  m i g h t  b e  u s e d  t o  g a u g e  t h e  a m o u n t
o f  a c t u a l  d e v i a n c e  b e i n g  d i s p l a y e d .

C o n c l u s i o n

T h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  w a s
to explore what middle and high school students
p e r c e i v e  a s  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  w h e n  u s i n g  t h e
computer and the Internet. Based on the findings,
i t  can be concluded that students do not perceive
m o s t  o f  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r s  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  a n d
c o m p u t e r s  a s  d e v i a n t .  M o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y,  t h e
P e e r s ’  B e h a v i o r  S c o r e  m e a n  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n
the Students’ Behavior Score. Therefore, students
d o  n o t  p e r c e i v e  t h e i r  o w n  b e h a v i o r s  a s  b e i n g
a s  d e v i a n t  a s  t h e i r  p e e r s ’  d o.   T h i s  a t t i t u d e
c a n  b e  c o r r e l a t e d  t o  a  t h e o r y  k n o w n  a s  t h e
t h i r d  p e r s o n  e f f e c t  ( P e r l o f f ,  1 9 8 9 ) .   C o h e n ,
J. ,  M u t z ,  D. ,  P r i c e ,  V.  a n d  G u n t h e r ,  A .  ( 1 9 8 8 )
de f ined  the  th i rd  pe r son  e f f e c t  a s  how peop l e
r e p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l ve s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r s.
T h e  s t u d e n t s ’  i m a g e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  i s  m o r e
ethical  than the students ’  image of  their  fr iends.
C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e i r  c l a s s m a t e s  a r e  t h e  o n e s
t h a t  v i s i t  t h e  p o r n o g r a p h y  w e b s i t e s ,  a c c e s s
o t h e r  p e o p l e ’s  we b s i t e s  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n
a n d  p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d e v i a n t  a c t s  w h e n  u s i n g
t h e  I n t e r n e t  a n d  c o m p u t e r s  ( D a n i e l ,  2 0 0 3 ) .

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  a d d  t o  t h e
small, but growing body of knowledge concerning
s tuden t s ’  pe r cep t ions  o f  dev i ance  when  u s ing
t h e  I n t e r n e t  a n d  c o m p u t e r s.  We  h ave  g a i n e d
a n  i m a g e  o f  h o w  s t u d e n t s  u s e  t h e  I n t e r n e t
a n d  c o m p u t e r s ;  h o w  s t u d e n t s  s p e n d  s o m e
o f  t h e i r  t i m e  o n l i n e  a n d  h o w  m u c h  t i m e ;
they  spend  u s ing  compu te r s  and  the  In t e rne t .

W i t h  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  c o m p u t e r s  a n d
t h e  I n t e r n e t  i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e r e  m u s t
a l s o  b e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y.  I f  d e v i a n c e  i s  t o  b e

a v o i d e d  o r  d e c r e a s e d ,  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  m u s t
t a ke  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y,  w h i ch  i n c l u d e s  u s e r s  a n d
s u p p l i e r s .  E d u c a t o r s  a n d  p a r e n t s  mu s t  b e
v ig i l an t  in  the i r  e f for t  to  d i scourage  compute r
a n d  I n t e r n e t  d e v i a n c e .
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